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A Proyer for the
215t HATIONAL
SOARING
CONTEST

LMIGHTY GOD,

who orf The Lmaler of [he heawens, the
firmament, the gorth. We look te Thee For Thy blessing fe
thix wnllay of Flsinorn ot thiz aventful ceneen Give ia
those who soor into the heavens, wisdem, gliding
ekill, serenawtical knowledge, and tharmal cenditient te
make Ihis combes! @ greal success, Keep us all free
fram danger, mishop, and any other adversity, Gran| to
thasa whn are octively participating the cpiril of
spurtsmanihip, competition, and success, Moy they bove
graod joy o they mawnl wp with winge se saglas, and moy
w2 all through absadute foith i Thee, chimb up into
the epen spmces of Thy love, and may the thermal of
faith sa 1ift we nbeowe oumelves fhat we fan will ha
wiriched Ilheeyh This H'.iding eapmivnee, Bless oy gliliqr
pilot, thasa who prapore ond kesp cofe the maochine,
officials whe Bave mode 1kis peisible, ond mey aur
locality richly nniar this contest of fon, 1u||w:|hip and
faitk. This we proy in Thy graat Meme. Amen.

Rev. Charles Richmond, Vieor of
St Andrews By-1he-luke

This invoeation, certainly the best
ever heard at a gliding contest, wae
pronounced by Hev. Charles Hich-
mond, Vicar of 5t. Andrews’ Episco-
pal Church, during the ceremonies
marking the opening, on July 27th,
of the 21st National Soaring Contest
at Elsinore, California, With such a
blessing how could the contest be any.
thing other than the suceess it was!
To the strains of “Off We Go Into the
Wild Blue Yonder” plaved by March
Air Foree Band, the contest was under-
Wiy,

A weak flow of moist unstable air
had come from the Southeast and
there were forecasts of thunderstorms
over Arizona, Weak to moderate lift
to aboul 10,000 [eel under cumulus
clouds was expecied locally with less
to the East. In consequence of such
conditions, a (0 kilometre triangulu:
speed task East to Hemet, South to
Radec and Northwest back to Elsi-
nore was set the contestants,

Much to the surprise of everyone,

21st NATIONAL
STORY

A FACTUAL ACCOUNT COMPILED
BY THE EDITOR FROM DAILY
BULLETINS PUBLISHED DURING THE CONTEST

this task ]}m\'uri te be more difficult
than was ﬂlll'i.l..:il.lu[{'{] and no ONeG Comn-
pleted the course. Paul Bikle in his
Schweizer 1-23 and Emil Lehecka in
the “Whatsit™ fell about 10 miles shor
of completing the task, but, because
the speed factor could not be applied,
the scores at the end of the first day’s
flying did not influence the final out-
o

At the start of the second day’s
flying the weather looked none too
promising. with a low inversion and a
maist Southeast airstream aloft, Seat.
tered cumulus were forecast for Cali.
fornia, and thunderstorms in Arizona.
Huwever, lo conflound the forecasiers,

The winning John-
san/R1-5 comhbi-
nation with
crewmaon Eric
Craik attaching
fowrope,

Stoff Phota

this turned out to be the day which
provided the longest flight of the con-
test. The shortcomings of the arrange-
ments made for this contest were ob-
vious now when it took over two hours
to launch the forty sailplanes, instead
of the one hour one would normally
expect for such a job, This lack of
launching facilities—aircraft and ac-
cessories—would appear to handicap
compelilors um‘]u]}' as well as to in-
troduce a luck factor into the final
scorcs. The latter, of course, 1s de-
batable, and it can be argued that the
luck element will cancel itself out over
a prolonged period of flying such as
this,

The task set for the second da}' Wil
a distance flight to whichever point

the pilot cared to choose, in other
words, an “open’” day, Dick Johnson
flying the R]-5 took the lead, which
he held thereafter, with a 321 mile
flight to Mesa, Arizona. Lyle Maxey in
his new ship flew 283 miles into
Nevadn and Paul Bikle made Wicken-
burg, Arizona, for 215 miles. Ray
Parker in the “Tinvmite” made a nice
221 mile goal flight 1o Las Vegas, Ne
vada. (This machine is r-.*ulh BOTIE-
lhmg now and you will be interested
to know that Dr, Gus Haspet and Hay
Parker have written the full story of
the transformation of this ship to its
present condition, and this story, com.
plete with graphs and pictures, will

appear in the next isspe of SOAR.-

ING.)

Thursday the 20th was another open
day with mediocre soaring weather,
Johnson again made eagily the longesi
light—to Boulder 215 miles. Paul
Bikle replaced Lyle Maxey in No. 2
position with a 66 mile hop to Indio,
and Maxey took Rikle's spot in third
position with 20 miles to Hemet. Ray
Parker did not fly and remained in
fourth position

Friday the 30th, maintained the
upper level high over the Southwest-
ern U, 5. and conditions had deterior-
aled slightly from the previous day.
The contest commillee declared vet an-
other open day and Johnson, arriving
back midway through the launching
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programme, had little choice but to
go to bed. He waz becoming slightly
the worse for lack of sleep by this
time. Hay Parker on the other hand
was fresh from the rest he had had
while Johnson was flying 1o Boulder,
and he took advantage by flving 170
odd miles 1o Weedles, California, 1o
displace Rikle at the top of the ladder
hut still hehind Johnson. Bikle was
now in third position with a 47 mile
flight, and Maxey was in fourth place
with a 65 mile hop to Thermal, Cali-
fornia—obviously this place was nol
well named because it dido’t produoce
for Maxey. Bill Hoverman made 110
miles o Desert City, California, and
Bill Tvans 120 miles to Johanneshurg,
California.

Those three open dayas in a row do
not, in this humble opinion, contribute
one iota to deciding a champion. The ¥
only wear oul !nlul s erews and equip
ment needlessly, and introduce haz
ards into competitive flying. Pilots
and crews who are fatigued through
lack of eleep and with a senee of urg-
ency <|imul; getting back in time for the
next ay's Hying, take unnecessary
chances which can lead to accidents.
The only thing those open davs are
caod far is to enhance the reputation
of the site from which the fAights are
made. The contest is not held for that
purpose, however.

This writer also fails to appreciate
why the rules allow competitors to dis-
regard one task flight and one open
flight when tallying the final scores.
In no other sport does this occur, ex-
cepl |.II.I:IILI|.I"~ in model contests, 1
would appoar that a contest of this
duration could be arranged =o that
all flights would count, and so ar-
]'un,Lp:d that ]>il1>1:' would make gm-l{
distances, while at the same time hav-
ing sufficient rest days and task days
to make the contest a pleasure for all
concerned, instead of a chore,

Saturday the 3lst of July was by
far the poorest day so far, and a Silver
“(;” distance and back at speed was
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Faul Bikle and his
creve, Mote Junior
going to town
with the yo-yo.

Staft Phota

the tazk, with Banning Airport as the
turning point, For shipz of between
30 and 40 plus to 1 glide ratios one
thermal going and one coming hack
wontld he all thar wonld he needed

if the thermals went high enough. If
vou dedoct a couple of hundred feet
for a circuit at Ryvan Field, 18 miles
from Elsinore, vou can quickly figure

51.;;F| Fhato
Mr. and Mrs, Lyle Maxey and their
family. The ones being held are twins,
boy and girl. He placed third in the
M-K-P.

World Height
Record Holder Bill

Ivans who pluced
‘. S fith,

Staft Pheda

the height which Johnson and Parker
made over Elsinore — because 18
miles on the way out was whar they
made. Rill Ivans and Paul Bikle musi
have found a second thermal on the
way because they both made the turn-
ing point but no more. All the others
fell into one or the other of two cale-
gories—either they dido’t gel away
at all or jusl got away amd no more.

At this point Johnson had 6089
points, Parker, Rikle and Maxey he-
tween N and 500 points and Ivans,
Hoverman and Wiburg were in the
doldrums with between 300 and 400
points,

Sunday, August lst, was a resl davy
from the contest flying but a large
airshow was staged for the spectators
Alsn, Lloyd Licher organized the
Maodel Contest early in the morning.
|See separate report in this issue.)
Pop Krohne, 65 years old, and Ross
Briegleb, 15 vears old, the oldest and
voungest competititors, took off on
double tow to show that there is no
specific age at which one should com-
mence or guil this business, Ross's
[ather, Gus, was Lowed ol o a power-
ed aircrall with a dead engine arul
showed that he could soar it by stay-
ing airborne and gaining altitude.
Perhaps he should have competed with
this ship instead of acting aa chief tow
pilot! This airshow which included
acrobatics, paper culting, ‘hamh’
:Ertri}!r[n" ]]Il(f ‘HJ:I'HI. Il]ll‘ll”g ot iy A5
('l-lll'lLl.'\l\(T |‘|'| o nine F||:-[|!|Lp r:II.'I.]u: 1}"_1“.((
led by Herman Stiglmeier in the Pratt
Reid.

Monday 2nd of August. the conlest
committee again decided it should he
anather apen day, although the weath-
er forecast mentioned heavy alto.
cumulus with a high temperature in
the low N's, compared to highs of
106 and 107 during the previous week
(John Aldrich, the official meteor-
ologist says on this day “Am even
more convinced that forecasts of sur-
face winds in this area are not possi-
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ble, as there is a continual struggle
between sea  breese currents  from
south and north during the after-
noon™. ) Thunderstorms were forecast
fur the area and this forccast must
have been accurate.,

Thermals at Elsinore, although
weak, went to sufficient altitude to give
competitors a good start from the
arca, Howover, when the pilots reach-
ed Banning at the mouth of the pass,
a thunderstorm was in progress, and
no fewer than twelve ships, including
Parker and Maxey, landed at Banning
Airport, Bikle and lvans both made
46 miles to Cabazon and Dick John-
son made his way through to his home
town, Palm Springs. The meteorologi-
cal reception he got there was most
un-homelike and he landed some-
where near Palm Springs, 54 miles
from Flsinore, for the best flight of

the day.

Siaf Fhaota

Parker’s ""Tinymite'' showing claan
lines and mirrar-like finish.

Next dm, T uw:lm .'ﬁrcl the contest
committee decided on a race to Ban
ning and return. The weather was
again poor and most of the take offs
were around 2 p.m. After some 214
hours Johnsen appeared back at Elsi-
nore {(:II' an Hreragu !l'uI.'ﬁﬂ'l.‘.'l:]. I::l[ Hh::ul
25 miles per hour—slow by any
standard, and especially so for the
R]-5/Johnson  eombination. Mean-
while, Parker was still airhorne, hav-
ing heen the last to take off. Phone
calls kept coming in as another, and
vet another, pilot set down ar Banning.
(Wonder what the attraction was
there? ) Just when the observers were
wondering if, perhaps, Parker had de-
layed his take-off oo long, the “Tiny-
mite” crossed the finishing line with
an elapsed time of 2 hours, 8§ minutes,
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AWARDS

HIGHEST POINT SCOHE IN EACH CLANS

Class |
lst Place, Dick Johnson . Plagque by Volmar Jenson

Production Mode 4, Burbank, California
Trophy by Helms Athletic Foundation
$100 Cash by Lear Aviation Co.

Trophy by Helms Athletic Foundation
450 Cash by G. M. Glannini & Co., Inc.

2nd Plave, Roy Parker
3rd Place, Lyle Maxey.

Class 11
Plagque by Liveoak Inn, Corona, California
Oxygen Equipment by Bob Blaine

let Place, Hal Hutchinson

Class 111

let Place, Don Stevens Plagqne by Charles Sehnider

Signul Mlyg. Co., Los Angeles, Califurnia

HANDICAP AWARDS
(Higheet Adjusted Point Score os Modified By Handicap Factor)
1at Place, Dick Johnson Truphy by Insurance Fisanve Corp.
$250 Oxygen Equipment Set by Wilbur Zep Oxygen Co,, El Segunda, California

Znd Place, Ray Parker_ Trophy by Insurance Finance Corp.
ok Radbo h} Bill Johnson Instrument Service, Burbank, California
£10,00 Membership to OAPA

. Traphy by Insurance Finance C orp.
Altimerer h'l. i'.|JI Tnhn,un Instrnment Service, Burbank, Calilornia

Srd Place, Lyle Maxey
TWO-PLACE AWARDS
{Highast Paint Seore)
Trophy by Pomona Timers Association
Serricin Plastic-sheet by Serricin Corp., Burbank, California

lst Plare, Hill Henby

CLUR CHAMPION
(Highest Point Scoce by Club Owned Gliber)
1st Plare, Association Glider Clubs of San Diego, Calif. . Trophy by Douglas Aireraft Co.

JUNIOR NATIONAL SOARING CHAMPION
lat Place, Hose Briegleh I'rephy by Elsinore Soaring Contest Committes
Nylon Parachote by Al Smith of Trving Airchute Co., Burbank, California

WOMEN'S NATIONAL SOARING CHAMPION

1st Place, Betty Loufek Trophy by Ninety-Wines, Ine.

Hide-a-way Bed by Signal Mfg. Co., Los Angeles, California

LARRISA STROUKOFF AWARDS
{Best Goal or Goal and Return

Singla-Plare
15t Place, Kay Parker L 75.00
Z2ud Place, Dick Jolmson - 50,00
Twe-Place
1st Place, Shumeier s el S e _$75.00
Ind Flace, Bill Beuby ; b, 50,00

DISTANCE AND RETURN AWARDS

It Place, Ray Parker _5100 by Ted Nelson Specialty Corp.. San Leandro, Calif.

GOAL PRIZE AWARD

Hemet Califarnia, John Boek _%50.00 by Santa Monica, Calif.,

NATIONAL SOARING CHAMPION

Ist Place, Hichard Johnson Hichard DuFont Memorial Trophy (Perpetual Trophy)
Trophy by Helms Athletic Foundation, $10.00 Membership in AOP'A by AOI'A

dOARING



OTHER AWARDS

FOR MOST OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO MOTORLESS FLIGHT

Ted Nelson Warren E. Eaton Memorial Trophy

FOR LOMNGEST FLIGHT FROM OTHER THAN AERO-TOW LAUNCH IN
THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE 20th AND 21st NATIOMAL
SOARING CONTEST

Paul Bikle Lewin Barringer Trophy

Spnrﬂmnn;hip
Fred Jukich E25.00 and Piunluc
Joe Robertson $25.00 and Plaque
Jim Planck $25.00 and Plague
Appreciation
Hal Smith .. Plagus
pecial

Paul Bikle (California Champion Texas “FLAG™

Design Competition

[ Best designed improvement of standard glider)

Ray Parker (Tiny Mite) Trophy by Northrup Reerestion Club
(Best intermediate type glider)
Schweizer Aireraft Corp, (Schweizer 1-26) Trophy by Morthrup Recrcation Club
{ Best designed high performance sail plane)

Harry Perl (Penetrator) _Trophy by Northrup Recreation Club
[ Sweepstakes )

Schweizer Aireraft Corp. {Schweizer 1-26) Trophy by Morthrup Bcercation Club

EDITORIAL AWARDS

Best Ghider Club News Bulletin
Best Book Devoted to Searing
Best Newspaper Reporting of Glider Activity
Best Mon-technical Magazine Article
Devoted to Scaring

“Spirals” of Texas Soaring Association
“On Being a Bird” by P, A. Wills
Marvin Miles of "L. A. Times"

"True"” Magazine, April, 1954

Best Technical Article Devoted to Scaring.“Design of Failjﬂana.—x" |u_|' Bruce Carmichael
FIMAL PLACINGS

Open Score  Handicap Place

Open Place Handicap Seore

1. Johnson L Johneon a0, 7
Z. Parker 7128 2, Parker 7729
3. Maxey 6674 3. Maxey : : e o BT A
4, Bikle 6i23.1 4. Hikle n2a.l
& Ivans LR 5. Ivans 505.6
6. Hoverman 472 R fi, Stevens A7H.|
T. Wiberg 4223 7. Huverman 4720
8. Sea 321.4 4. Wiherg 4253
49, Hitchinson S19.8 9, Bowers 401.5
10, Thompson 00,7 10, Hutchinson 383.5
11. Reed 2918 11. Thompson 3608
12, Beuby 275.4 12. Reed _ 3407
14, Lamhros 267.3 13. Beuby . 3320
14, Stevens 655 14, See 3014
15. Sawyer 502 15 Schurmeisr 28011
16, Schurmeie: 2328 16. AGCSC 2719
17. ACCSD . 2296 17. Lambras 2673
16. Bowers 222,10 18. Heideman 258.3
19, Heideman 2154 19. Sawvyer 25402
20. Ziler 210.8 2. Bock 248.9
21, Lehecka LB 21, Filer 40,0
22, Jackson 1722 22. Lehecka 217.1
23, Butts 1472 23. Jackson 172.2
24, Hock 1382 24, Boulder Club 168.9
25. Sherman 1308 25, Sherman 157.9
2. Boulder Club 1R7 26, Butts 147.3
27. Cascade Club 11:3,1 27. Cascade Club 137.8
23, Loufek 11049 8. Loulek 1312
29, Clark B4.2 29, Clark 07,1
30, Swierkowski 602 30. Schenbeck _. 92.6
41. Briegleb 44,2 31, Briegleh R7.0
32, Krohne 9.1 32, Ewicrkowslki 5 ]
34, Maore 40.1 33. Krohne 6.6
M. Gehrlein 347 . Moore 47.4
35. Baufnauer Zb.1 . Sautnauver il
36, Schenbeck 249 3. Gelolein 347

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER., 1954

This gave him an average speed of 31
mph, and 175 in folding money in his
pocket.

(M the others, Ivans, Hoverman and
Schurmeier did best,

At this point Johnson held 100
points lead over Parker, and Ivans
Bikle and Maxey, in that order, were
highting it out for third place and were
too cloze behind Parker for comfort
Parker's comfort, that is, So when the
committee decided for vet another
open day anvthing could have hap.
pened,

The weather had improved some-
what, and Johnson made sure of his
dth National Championship by going
to Blythe, California. Parker ended
what chances he still had of catching
up on Johnson by putting down ar
Twenty Nine Palms. Bikle made his
goal to Desert Hot Springs and Bill
Ivans a few miles more to A Thousand
Palms. However, Bikle's goal points

S1aff Phata
Anna Saudek and Bill Beuby who flaw
the SCSA P-R into first place in the twao-
seater class,

offset Ivan's extra distance points and
they were still neck and neck,
{Somewhere around this time we
learned the results of a gliding skirm
ish going on over in England. It ap
pears that one of SOARING'S corre-
spondente made contact with one of
our overseas correspondents to learn
that Pierre of France had now become
World Cliding Champion. The word
“eliding™ is used advisedly to dis-
tinguish it fram the better known
sport, Soaring, with which most of aur
readers are familiar—at least, during
contests. Since not one of those taking
part from the 1. 3. has been able to
write a report for this edition we can-
not tell you anything further, and 32
(Continged on Page 29}



ELSINORE WEATHER

CONDITIONS

By Jouw H. ALDRICH
L 5. Weather Bureau

{Olhcial meteorologist for the 21al
National Soaring Contests.)

Fully to appreciate the problems
confronting contestants al America’s
21at National, one should know of the
topography of the area in a half-
circle of a 300 mile radius centering
at the launching site in the Elsinore
Valley, and at the same time be re-
minded of the atmospheric conditions
produced by reason of this topography
and which is peculiar to this arca,

The several well known L!mrr:ugH}
tested amd proven soaring sites in
this country, and the world as for that
matter. have in g1-|1|'ru| one or another
thing in common, both topograph-
ically and meteorologically. Some are
hest known as combination rit{gt‘- and
thermal sites; some. like Torrey’s
Pines, arc dependent exclusively upon
3[0]?!’.‘ currents, Others as in Texas’
level country, depend entirely upon
thermal upeurrents,

It can hardly be said that the El
sinore site is fully comparable to any
other of these better known launch-
ing places. Un the contrary, the El-
ginore site by reason of its gengraphic
situation, produces a variety of condi.
tions that are entirely different, These
peculiar conditions of land and air
are particnlarly significant when con-
sidered for tournament purposes. If
one were to consider the Elsinore site
for purely local flying, as actually had
been the case previous to the running
of the 21st National, one would find
nothing very different or oul of the
ordinary. He would see a wide and
almost billiard-table level valley; the
bed of an inland sea which had grad-
pally receded and during very recent
times becoming entirely devoid of
water and likely to join the ranks of
Southern California’s many famous
dry lakes. Days of sunshine (almost
365 out of the year) produce ther-
mals of great intensity and eloze dis
tribution over thiz entire valley floor,
[t iz to be remembered, however, that
thiz iz a relatively emall area, per-
haps 3 miles in width and 10 to 15
miles in length.

The complex etfects of ocean, moun.

tains and desert have made Elsinore a
Mecca for motorless flight, yet they
produce a variety of conditionz to
r']lal“vilgr the most resourceful of sail
plane pilota.

The site of the 21st National is the
scene of a ;‘;i'iln. Tf\'t‘l1|_‘r"lilﬂ|.1.2|!]|?l.:| :1t1'u;:-
gle between the forces of nature, As
the thermals begin to percolate over
the wvalley, cool =ca air is drawn
through mountain passes to the north
and south, The cooling effect hrings
an end to thermals near the passes.
but as the sea breeze pours toward
Elsinore, the two IJP!.H.IE'-III_U' currents
engage in a constant duel, shifling
back and forth across the glider port.
The surface wind often changes from
gix to ten limes a day, giving starters
and i:i]ut-.a a constant take-off proh.
lem, as the changes are iII1FH"|.‘-'R-II|!I.|I" T
foresee in most eases. Bt the same
forees caunse thermals to hreak ot
in large numbers and send gliders on
their way to distant points over moun-
tains and desert.

The City of Los Angeles has heen
kind enough to tint the current from
the north with products of metropul-
itan living, and the dull gray huaee is
easily recognized by the pilots, TTere
is where the battle is thickest and the
thermals are at their best, To the south
of this *smog fromt’ afternoon lift is
almost a certainty, and the air is clear
except for dust devils, But let the
pilot dive into the haze and lift is
zwone, while \-'iﬁﬂai]'ll}' becomes one to
three miles in the SINOE. This ‘smog
fromt” extends in a line across the val-
ley toward the east or northeast, usu-
ally forging southward during the
afternoon, It has moet characteristics
of a real cold front with squally tur-
bulence and lift ahead and cooler
smoother air within the haze. Some
of the best flights of the conlest were
made along the ‘smog front.” Further
aouth the air is again tinted with a
hluish haze where sea air pours
through coastal passes,

Moving northeast or east along this
canvergence line, the pilot finds the

Phate—Juns Sargeni

Metecrelogist John Aldrich as he
appeared at the pilots’ briefing.

higher mountains of the Coast Range.
wilh San Jacinlo Peak 40 miles casi-
north-east rising to 10831 feet.
Twenty miles to the north, San Gor
gonio Peak reaches skyward 11,485
feet, Heavy cumulus clouds are com
mon along the higher mountains, and
varied opportunity for lift is found
over the rugged slopes, Between these
peaks is San Gorgonio Pass, where
the afternoon sea hreeze rushes
through to cause eddies and rough
air as it paeses inlo the desert to the
east, There intense desert heat off-
ers more thermals, complicated at
times by the stabilizing effiect of the
=alton Sea.

In view of the peculiarities com-
mon to this huuwhing site in the El
sinore Valley, one sees by referring
to the attached map the almost ob-
vious problem confronting the con-
testants in the 2let National. [
straight distance of any consequence
was to be attained he must follow gen-
erallv two (rails — the same two,
gingularly enough, that even the pin-
neers in their ox wagonsz followed in
the earlv dayvs when they penetrared
this country. First he had to move
northeastward over into the Perris
valley where his trail forked — one
prong proceeding northward through
Cajon Pass that would put him over
the Mojave Desert; the other eastward
through San Gorgonio Pass that let
him inte the Calilornia-Arizona des-
ert, both desert arcas being noted for
their high and wide thermals,

The prevailing westerlies prompted
most pilols to choose the ronte via
Beaumont, Banning, and Cabazon,
then through San Gorgonio pass, and
once through this pass, the choice of
routes straight east in the direction of
Blythe, Phoenix, ete., or by veering
maore (o east by north and heading in

SOARING
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the dircction of Las '1r"{=‘gm=., Boulder,
ete, This was the direction most fav
ored, actually only one flight - Ivans’
— successfully négotiated Cajon Pass
and pressed onward to Vietorville in
the Mojave.

Any number of the better flyers in
this contest were able to maneuver
through the pass hetween the two high
peaks — Gorgonio and Jacinto. But
there was much more to that operation
than would be apparent at first glance,
Get-away altitude was generally easily
abtained over the Elsinore 1.511|£"|.r—-
six to eight thousand feet, Maving
over the first low range of hills the
pilat found himself over Perris val-

lev, a highly irrigated and intensely
cultivated area of green alfalfa
and citruz, This carpet of green was,
of course, not conducive to thermal
generation. A pilol had therefore to
‘lip-toe” his way across to the Bean-
maont-Banning country in arder to sel
himself up for the run through the
pass. Here indeed was where the ma.
chines with 30/1 or better glide ra-
tios paid their pilots for the trouble of
refining one to that degree of elfi-
ciency. Here also was where the pilots
with machines of less performance
suhstitnted soaring skill for mechani-
cal refinement. Here certainly was the
place as the ohservers like 1o say
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“Where we separate the men from the
bovs.” And it goes of course, without
saying, that the distance tries in this
contest were something of a “sudden
death’ praposirion, for if a pilot was
unahle to fisure himself out of this
‘trap” his journey was short and the
resulting retrieve easy, On the other
hand, if he could hop this hazard and
hreak inta the desert conntry heyond,
he was in a fair way to bringing off an
outstanding distance flight, as was
demonstrated by Johnson's 330 miles
hevond Phoenix, and his, Parker’s and
Maxey's flights o the Las Vegas-
Boulder area in Nevada that netied
[Contineed on Page 32)



Miscellaneous Observations

That the combination of Johnson
and RJ-3 are unbeatable—was not
proven to this observer’s entire satis-
faction. All the same one would he
just *whistling Dixie’ if he tried to win
a debate on this subject. After all,
there i= the score hoard hig as a harn
-'f:'lrhlt'; :!.l'lll liill]:irl' irl I]'Il' {Hr'.l‘. Hl‘“l ﬂrl}
way von look at it Sir Richard’s name
iz all the way at the top. In knocking
off his dth National Championship he
becomes the hrst American to turn
the trick. That plus the fact that he
holds the world's distance record takes
him out of the class of ‘lohnny come
lately’ and keeps him from being con-
sidered a ‘flash-in-the-pan.’

But it did not keep one from re.
minding oneself, after seeing the
Maxey-Kerns-Prue machine and Ray
Parker’s improved ‘Tiny Mite’—that
there were a couple of machines with
well over 30 ta 1 and at least ap-
proaching the RJ.5's performance.
(ziven the weather to their liking and

just a shade of & break—and these
two machines might well give Dick
and the RJ-5 some serious lrouble,
The Maxey-Prue-Kerns ship was
probably the newest and most interest-
ing machine in the competitions, Of
all-metal construction, the workman-
ship is not excelled by builders, pro-
[e=sional or amaleur. of aircrall any-
where, Maxey and Prue did the wing
JJ“IH.'.'IH -u.l“,i I{[‘flllh []ll" fllht:lélgt:. [I""
general appearance and  plan-form
closely resemble Prue’s 215 series.
But structurally it is vastly different.
The wings are three-piece. Dive
breaks are fitted to open from the
fuselage, The landing wheel is fully

B

On Pilots, Performances,
At the 21st

By E, J. REEVES

retractable. The AR iz 23. Wing load.
ing iz 6.8 CGross weight is 6HU lbs.
Wing area is 100 Sq. Ft. The span is
48", The airfold section is 65 sub 2
518 ) eqoals (L7, The ship had had
only three test flights hefore heing
hrought 1o the contest. Its desipners
had spent two and one-half years of
spare-lime work in construction. Ir is

Frank Kerns, de-
signer and builder
of the fusilage

section of the
M-K-P.

Siaft Fhato

Ray Parker with
Mrs. Parker en
the wingtip of the
slick "'Tiny-Mite."

Staff Phelo

ES

definitely a high speed performer.
Maxey, the pilot member of the team,
has so [ar been the only person o [y
this ship. He estimates its stalling
speed al 55 MPH. However, my ob-
servations of its landing lead me to
believe that actually she guits at a
much lower F_n}lr.‘-r.r] [)Ttll'r:'l]?l}' 40
MPH. (Let the readers—if any-
keep in mind that these are observa-
tiona of one unschooled in aircraft
design techniquea.) Later, we are
sure, the designers of this splendid
new sailplane will report fully on the
development in the pages of this
journal,

Another machine that impressed

People, Rigs

and Operations

thie obaerver and cauzed him to think
it nllght very well go right along
with the machines just mentioned.

was the Pearl ‘Penetrator.’ Unfortun-
ately Harry Perl became slightly ill
and could not take hizs machine out
Dr. Sawyer finally got it into the air
for the last two days bt weak condi-
tions plus his unfamiliarity with the

ship made it impessible o make a
UOMINReEl 1=,

It is now pretty well established
that all of the four ships mentioned
the RJ-5, the Maxey-Kerns-Prue,
“Tiny Mite’ and ‘Penetrator’ are four
of America’s top performance sail-
planes. Just how the Schweizer’s new
1-25 series or the 1-26 fits into this
figuring would, we guess, make some-
thing to argue around the bunk house,

Don Miltchell’'s ‘Nimbus" was an-
other very interesting new and, in
some respects, rovolutionary, develop-
ment. Flown by Dr. Sawver for a few
day of the contest before some trouble
with the control linkages developed.
it did not show too much. The Doc
wae at some advantage in that he had
had little time to shake the ship down.
While we would hardly be in any posi.
ion to argue such things, we would,
all the same, question the sharp lead.
ing edges which Don fashions for his
wings.

The Schweiger 1-23s in the IZI.IJ;J.II:"
titions were generally in good hands
and showed well. Dikle and Ivans
gave their's good flying and Hover-
man improved daily in his. Things
were for some reason not to the ]iliing
of Larry Gehrlein and after the first
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two days he eased out of the competi-
tion. Ordinarily Larry is a distanee
flver of some note as he proved when
he stopped in Texas on his way back
from California. Making five tries he
racked up the following mileage—
163, 252, 226, 263, and 300. Ray
Jackson had the Detroit Vulwure's
1-23 in the melee bul spent more time
on TV shows than in competition.
The fact that his pretty wile, Grace,
was acting as his crew-chiel may have
had something to do with the demand
for his team on the video. ‘Pop’ and
‘Mom" Krohne with their beautiful
L-K-Special the “Comet’ were also
much in demand as TV and photo-
graphic subjecta. They really made

the big time when they appeared on
Art Linkletter's show.,

Capt. Ed Butts of the USAF had the
newest 1-23 in the meet—hut Ed must
have heen flving it like he does the
B.36s. On the final dav of the contest
he asked Diick Johnson to go the iri.
course race that day in the new 1-23.
Dick had already sewed up everything
in the scoring for first place and had
not bothered to feich the RI-5 hack
from his flight to Blythe, He took Ed's
dandy new 1-23 around the course
just like he was supposed to. All of
which proved o Ed’s enlire satis{ac-
tivm that his rather short Nights had
been due to something else besides
machine.

Gen. Lamhbros had the *Orlik® form.
erly owned by Paul MacCready, in the
competitions and the ship looks hean-
tiful—as does Geo’s wife and crew-
chief. He did not, however, seem to
he able to make the ‘Orlik’ go like
young Doc MacCready used 1o, Wally
Wiberg’s ‘Lil Doggie'—the former
*Sereamin Weiner,' child of Irv Culver
and Wally Nugenl ol the Lockheed en-
gineering stall, proved hardly the
equal of the newer designs. Clarence
Sec had brought out Schweizers 1-26
prototype and flew it to eighth place
in the Class | category. This notwith-
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standing the fact that he made it avail-
able to anvone who wished to take it
on a demonstration hop. Any num-
her of ‘viziting firemen® took advan-
tage of Clarence’s and the Schweizers’
generosity—all pronounced the 1-76
a very sweet little ship, By the time
of the 22nd it is likely that no less than
30 of these 1-268 will be in the hands
of American soaring pilots and likely
hull that number will be in the 22nd
L'."lr]i_ﬂ"_‘«-.

The suped-up. slicked-up, modified,
flattened and otherwise remade “war-
surplus’ types—such as LKs, TG-2s,
s, ete., were on lhand in goodly
numbers, They are darn fine [lying
machines and a lot of clever carpen-

Haorry Perl's
smoaoth looking
"Penetrator.””

Etalf Photo

Dan Mitchell and
his ""Mimbus,"
Mote the sharp
lines of the lead-
ing edge.

SiofF Phata

ters have in them samething ihat
could not stherwise be had for a good
many thousands of dollars, These
pilots operated mostly in the Class 11
category of the competitions and pro-
duced results equally as interesting as
the 1 Class. The same can he said for
the boys fighting it out in the Class
11 category, although there were not
as many of them. Don Stevens car-
ried off the honorz in the 11T Class
with hiz super ulira version of the
‘Bowlus Baby." Pete Bowers, the old
lumber-jack from the Pacific North-
wesl, pushed Stevens hard, as did
Buch in his little primary the Schwei-
eer 119, Young Ruoss Briegleb, apge

L5, zon of Gue of the famous Briegleh
Soaring School at Adelanto, Eu]i-
fornia, was the youngest contestant.
He flew well in his little *Cinema.”
Betty Loufek waz the only feminine
contestant but flew it all out just the
same, The manner of qualifying as
club contenders under the rules set-
up, left samething to be desired in our
opinion. But those competing did well
and are due all praise.

The most sensational machine
showing al the 2lat was, of course,
Jukich and Hall's Fauvel flying-wing.
These chaps had rushed to comple-
tion with this, the first, Fauvel to be
built in thizs country. They arrived
at Elsinore only in time for the last
week of the contest. Their object was
nnt seriously to compete, in fact no
cross-rountry tries were made with the
ship. Jukich did the first Hights and
immediately offered the machine to
other pilats who might be interested
in having a go with this new and un.
usual machine. (ither pilots such as
Backstrum (designer of the ‘flying
plank’ which has now sneeessfully
Nown in Texas), Wiberg, Parker and
Bowers—perhaps  some  others—all
had nice flights and very much en-
joyed the privilege. Mr, Jukich and
Mr. Hall were very properly awarded
the plague which had been created

for this contest and to be awarded for
the pilot or team L*xhihitinp the hest
sportemanship. While tremendously

intrigued with the Fauvel — none of
the pilots seemed to be particularly
impressed with its possibilities as a
contesl machine, The trailer appaora-
tus which Jukich and Hall had de-
signed and built to transport the
Fauvel was, in itself, something of an
engineering feat. These first Hights
were extensively filmed by TV and
newsreel cameramen—no doubt many
of you will see something of it at your
local movie houses and TV screens.
The contest operations moved well
(Continued on Page 271
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Don Stevens and his super slick duded up —
Buwlus Baby,

Siaft Photo

In the Carsey svite at Lake Elsinore Hatel. A few well known saaring personalities
The "Orlik"" piloted by George Lambros enjoy o hilarious evening.
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Shaft Siaft Fhote T Siaf Fhato
A soaring enthusiast at 7%. Mr. Ray- lim Spurgeon — MC at 21st MNational Captain Ralph 5. Barnoby emphasizes
mond Cree, Dick Johnson's crew chief, and Awards Banguet. a point with Don Mitchell.

Photo—June h:'a;;;i‘_ Sadf Fl'uh:! o -511.1‘! Phota
lon D. Carsey presents oward ta ‘Queen af Chief taw-plang pilat, (L 1o Al All Marys — Hudsen, Shlannor'!, Shannon
the Meet,” Gail Frampton, Gus Briegleb. and Carsey, with “Valley Sun" publisher, Tem

Hudson
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WD "WERE THERE

PR e oo

S1afl PReta
Gus Briegleb's 1ow ship which did @ mognificent
job,

StaM Fhoie g Staft Phots
Pilots" meeling on the patin of the Lokeview Hotel. Here also were hald the The M-K-P derigged and ready for the road.
technical sessions

e

2091 P19 . Sll.l'-l 'Pll;ﬂq
The man whe made it possible. Mr. L. K. Business Manuger, Les Hieber!, Fifteen-year-ald Ross Briegleb with his
“Pete’’ Bonotaux. pretty girl friend and his ''Cinema."

Biaf le_-*-.- LA 0w : Sl rivung
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tuntland, Sr., creators Leigh and June Sargent — she worked Twe long-eared hungry lecking brahma
of the "' Tuntland Memarial Trophy,"' in contest headquarters, he photo- calyes — see what we mean?
graphed.
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MY MOST INTERESTING
FLIGHT DURING THE
21st NATIOAL CONTEST

fiy INCK JOHNSON
(Four Times MNational Soaring

Champion |

The second day of competition al
the 21=t National Contest was lo be
an open day and many pilols and their
crews huddled excitedly about theis
maps  secrelly  planning  the day's
fMlights. The hrst day of the contest
had been a rather local task so not
many of us knew what soaring condi-
tions we could expect if we tried for
a long distance flight to the cast, over
the mountains and into the deserts,
I chaose Blythn. California, 154 miles
casl, for a guut.

Takeoff was just before noon,
Pacific Davlight Time, and 1 released
in a thermal at 1.000 feet above El-
sinore and slowly climbed to 4,000
feet. | expected the most diffhicult part
of the flight would bhe the first 50
miles, after which I knew the deserts
hevond should he easy sailing, 1 left
Elsinore cantiously sacrificing speed
to eonserve altitude. 1 worked every
weak thermal found for as long as
possible and so managed to stay he-
tween 2,000 feet and 5.000 feet above
the level ground.

After one and a half hours | arrived
at the San Jacinto Mountains and sur-
veyed the 100831 feel peak [rom quite
a distance below its summit, [ now had
either to fly north a few miles to San
Gorgonio Pass (2,538 ASL) or
climb over the San Jacinto Mountains
before | could reach the desert, I
decided to attempt the latter so [ flew
R-J-5 into the high pine and granite
covered country, By ¢ |th1|11115 on each
thermal found | soon found myself at
the 7,000 feet level which was mot
enough even to see over the lowest
ridge in that vicinity. | Hew congider-
ably below a forest lookout station and
carefully Hew past the 1,000 feet sheer
granite face of Lily Roc 'k as | searched
for lift in Tahqulhr Valley. At the east
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Dick Jehnsen (right] discuszes Elsinore conditions with TSA
members Del Reed and Othmar Schwarzenbarger.

end of this valley the ground rose ab-
ruptly and prevented me from gliding
o Palin Springs in the desert beyond,
Iowever, by flving in close 1 found
a coumbination of ridge and weak
thermal lift. After ten minutes of inch-
ing my way up the slopes | noticed |
was flying within 100 feet of o pack
train of campers on the trail to San
Jacinto Fuullr., They seemed rather
unimpressed so 1 slowly elimbed on
above them. Finally 1 had 8,700 feet
and since the ground dropped away
rapidly bevond the ridge I turned
my ship toward the east and was on
my way toward Blythe.

[t was now 2:00 PM. and only 50
miles traveled hut the desert hevond
looked better than | had expected. A
fair coverage of modest enmuli lay
aver Indio and the mountains beyond.
I was happy to see these clouds high
and not large because this meant there
was little chance that thunderstorms
would form.

Near Indio [ climbed o 12500
feet in 236 melers/sec. lill. By going
from cloud w clowd rapid progress
was made and | arrived at Blvthe at
1:.30 P.M, Under such conditions |
obviously had to abandon my goal
and strike out for Pheenix, Arizona.

There were no cumuli over the flat
green valley along which the Colorada
River flows but 10 miles heyvond to
the cast there were more, 1 had pur
posely arrived at Blythe high and
could eagily negotiate a glide puch ae
this. The lift was not strong but av-
eraged 114 meter/sec. up to 13,500
feet. For the hirst time in several days
I was uncomfortably cold even though
the ventilator was closed,

There were only a few amall cumul
in the sky and they did not follow
along the highway but instead they

strung themselves out over an arrid
and 1rxtrt-m:-|_-. desolate |'ﬂl]l =outh of
Blythe and north of Yuma, '|'|u':. did
point  almost directly to  Phoenix
{145 miles bevond |} and since 1 could
maintain over 10,000 feet of altitude
at all times, [ elected to follow on. I
the thermals failed | could always ne-
gotiate the 20-40 miles to either the
highway to the north of the nearly
parallel one to the south.

By 6:40 I was still ncar 13,000 feel
and only about 65 miles west of
Phoenix. | knew it would be dark by
8:00 P.M, and it would take me more
than an hour to make a maximum
E.rliciﬂ ratio descent {rom this altitude.
I Hew through another thermal al
6:50 P.M. but decided to keep going
s0 as to be on the ground by the time
darkness would set in.

I kept the airspecd on 50 MPH and
zlrriwuli) over Phoenix ot about 7:35
P.M. with 3,000 feet, The sun had =et
some time ago and the |1rih]|I neon
lights of the cily sparkled below.
When | flew by the municipal airport
| decided it was a little dark to land
there with the :qu]i:r:tl('l} }li'ar} Com-
mercial air traffic. Eight miles farther
I came to Tempe Airport and there [
gshould have landed. However, hatter
judgment was displaced by foalish.
ness 20 T went on with my 2,000 feet
of altitnde.

The next airport was Falcoln Field
14 miles to the cast and | caleulated
that my best glide ratio should see me
there, Visibilily was now rather poo
and there was no chance of seeing
Faleoln Field unless it had lights, sn
I took np a compass course. When |
got down to 1,500 feer | realized that
darkness was fast overtaking me and

(frantinued on Page 31)
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YOU WERE THE

ONES WHO

MADE

THE 21st NATIONAL
THE SUCCESS IT WAS

fr_r

E. I. REeves

The piletz do not a soaring contest
make. The greater portion of the ma-
terial contained in this izsue of SOAR-
ING tells of the flights, scoring, ships,
].Ji.].l:.l[b and crews. All of the prizes and
praises seem to go in that same direc-
tion—and properly so. But—behind
these scenes was a small army of men
and women all of whom labored
mightly during the entire contest
period, some seven weeks prior
thereto, and some will continue for
days thereafter. We think therefore
we, as Editors of this journal, would
be remiss in our duties as repurlers
—that we will not have told the 21st
story—unless  we mentivned  some-
thing of these hard working and
thoroughly devoted folk.

Numbher one man and prime mover
for the 2lst Mational—the one man
without whom a contest would prob-
ably not have been organized in Cali-
IUI“]I:'”, Wil = H'!".!l_'_l-'”llt: must kl]':l“-_'
Mr. L. A. ‘Pete’ Bonataux, Mr. Hal
Smith, a grand gentleman and Elsi-
nore businessman, sparked the local
community in its effort !'uLI.l:.'IL:C-i-hFI.'I"}' to
hid and hAnance the event. Mr., and
Mrs, Tom Hudson, publishers of the
Valley Sun, along with their voung
aon and dml"]':l{r made every visitor
feel j__lur] they come. Les H!E‘bf‘[‘t the
Contest Business Manager, is one of
California’s leading young educators,
Hiz management of this whole com-
plex affair was superb. The State of
California’s Aeronautics Lommission
and our Department of Commerce’s
Civil Aeronautics Authority had their
ofhicial: on hand, and their coopera-
tion was magnificent. The California
Wing of Civil Air Patrol sent mem-
bers of their squadrons—incloding
their splendid voung Cadet Corps.
Mr. Jim Plank who superintended the
launching and timing, aided by Mr.
Flwood (Glassford who after launch-
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ing the line, took charge of eommunni-
cations—did a joh unerqualed by any
two men at any contest. Gus Briegleh
nf Adalanto fame and one of the
world’s greatest soaring enthusiasts,
performed like the master he iz in op-
erating the towing., Bill Royce filled a
double role, n]lfu iating, and at the

This scareboard
told the whole

beautiful little blonde daughter. per-
haps ten years of age, was the only
person present who knew all the words
to that [amous song “California Iere
[ Come.” Jim Spurgeon, Mrs. 3., son
and danghter were a delightful four-
gome—]im handled the PA system at
the field and MC'd the awards ban-
quet ceremonies. Jack Wolle, youthful
president of SCSA helped organize
meny evenls including the Tlelms Tlall
function when six of America’s soar-
ing greats were numnmtrri to ‘Soar-
ing’s [lall of Fame.” Lloyd Licher and
],.-. charming Mrs. organized the
model competitions, also computed
and posted the daily scores—given a
slide-rule the Lichers arc a caleulating
machine of no mean ability.

The March AFB commander senl
memberz of hi= staff for cach day’s
flight briefing, No svaring evenl
would be the same without SSA’s
greal imimediale past President Jon
Carsey aod the ever charming Mary,
Jon thinks of all those important little
things that need doing and not finding

CLASS COMPETITION
SLORES

story as com-
puted by the
Licher family and
their water-
cooled slide-rule.

Staf Fhate

same time acting as crewman for one
of the pilots, i:‘»"'u;lc\r]' Saudek, well
known to American soaring, could
and did Gl any slot if 2 man was miss-
ing and in addition handled all baro-
graphs plus assisting the ofhcial
gcorers—what a man. Mr. John
Aldrich of the U, 5, Weather Bureau
now _]nms the ranks of Barney Wiggin
and Ted Lang, as one of America’s
greatest soaring meteorologists.
America’s grand family of Snoar-
ing, the Klemperers, contributed as
usual, so very, very much o the great
21st National. The snave and charm-
ing Mia acted as Contest Hostess.
‘Hollywond starlet like' Elanore di-
rected crew calls and that brilliant
and lovahle man the Doctor, directed
the technical sessions. The Carl filer
family—he was a stellar performer in
the flying, Mrs. Z. created the head-
quarters and banguet decoration, and

anyone handy to do them—carries onl
the assignment himself, Ted Nelson,
SYA West Coast V.P., and family,
added much to the enjoyment—Lo say
nothing of Ted’s pu-ting of some of
the Jarpe*t cash prizes. Robert Sym-
ons and family—he of the Bishop
Wave Workers—Fflew in for several
meetings, Herman Stiglmier and
family—he was the organizer of the
airshow and glider demonstration ax-
hibit. So very many cnte yonungsters

Glenn, young son of Vie and Anna
Saudek is exactly what a typical
American hoy of eight should look
like—he likes to be called an old
‘desert rat.” The kids of Larry and
Grace Gherlein and their dog “Ming
Toy'—Paul Bikle's young son showed
great skill in his management of a
Yo Yo' top. All of these, young, vld
and older—and many more—made
the 21st a greal event,

SOARING



{ Contirued from Page 22)
even now it was almost ton dark to
land in the cultivated fields below.

At 700 feet I strained to locate the
airport which my map showed to be
quite close now. No lights anywhere
80 | now knew the runways must be
unlighted and therefore looked for the
most likely place. At 400 feet ahove
the ground I saw the welcome outline
of several hangars and flew toward
them. When over the field T counld
make ont the ontline of a black asphale
runway, and was turning the base leg
to my pattern when I saw two sets of
aireraft lights approach and bob to
a landing on the runway. This did not
help to ease my peace of mind al all
since [ was down to 100 fect and com-
mitted to land rather soon, [ carefully
lovked for more aircraft lights and
was somewhat relieved when no more

appeared.

I rned final and opened my air-
hrakes. The two planes had taxied off
the runway and it was so black that |
could not see where the far end was,
However, | though it would be prudent
to land as near the [ur end as possible
so that if vther planes landed after |
did they would not land on my un-
lighted craft. When 1 estimated [ had
gone far enough | opened the air-
brakes full and scon :dcrapu:d to a stop
on my steel lined skid at 7:57 l-'f."r'i-
The resultant shower of '.-:].'H:ers
hrought quick results in the way of
help to push my ship off the runway.
Night duster airplanes were using the
runway, and none of the |oading_
crews had seen me until they saw the
gparke going down the runway, This
they thought must be one of their
duster planes crashing on a landing,
and they quickly drove out fully ex.
pecting to find it wrecked there.
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW—
WHO OWNS SAILPLANES IN
YOUR AREA?

WHO WANTS TO SELL A SHIP?

‘Where ships are logared olong the
route you take on your vocolion?

THEM GET THE

“SAILPLANE INVENTORY™
$1.00
BOX 71 » ELMIRA, M, Y.
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THE SCHWEIZER 1-26

by PAUL SCHWEIZER

Since deciding to go ahead with
the 1-26 project, we have received de-
posits up to ship No. 24. We are hope-
ful that the many others whn ex-
pressed readiness to place firm orders
will he able to do so within the next
few months. Our hope is to have 50
firm orders by the time we start pro-
duction this fall. It will probably
take the balance of the year o turn
oul the kits now on order, so any
orders coming in oow will probably
b for delivery the first part of 1955,
Consequently, those who want a 1-26
flying by spring should act now.

The test flying continues and at
the present time we have over 60
hours flying on the ship. We have had
numerous opportunitics to compare
the 1-26 with other ships and we are

The pretelype
Schweizer 1-26
as it appearcd at

the 21st Na- §

tionals.

Staff Phota

confident that we are getling close to
our expected performance. Tao date,
38 different pilots have flown it with
generally enthusiastic reactions. Al
though the ship is very easy to fly,
we ‘are limited to permitting only
pilots with commercial rating or
equivalent ta fly it since it is still
experimental. 1f yvou qualify we will
he glad to have you try i

We have started construction on
another 1-26 prototype to incorporate
various improvements and simplifica-

* tionz: as well as to be used for the

CAA approved type tests. Some of
the changes include flush riveting,
which the majority requested—a new
wing fuselage intersection for easy
construction — revised canopy and
seat arrangement, and various other
detail changes. We are also construct-
ing an extra fuselage and wing [w
static tests which will be carried out
this summer. It is our hope that at

least ane 1-26 can be at the Nationals
to compete; as well as to give inter-
ested persons an opportunity to try
it ouL

We now have available, for those
interested in building trailers of their
own design, a drawing (Nu, 2405-G |,
which gives the plans and dimensions
ol a steel tube type Tor those who wish
to build this type from our drawings.
It is vur hope that at a later date we
can also have a trailer that can be
built without welding or special equip-
ment for those limited in this way.
These drawings will he available, at
no charge, to those who have 1-26%
on order.

We received o letter and an inter-
esting poem from a young lady which
we though might interest you.

To fiv a sailplane 1 am sure,
s next 1o having wings,
But, concerning the 1-26
I'd like to know several things.
And all these things boil down to one;
How much does this kit cost?
For if it's more than I'm able to pay
I'm utterly, hopelessly, lost.
MISS CAROL REEBEL

The final cost is, of course, a maost
important factor, but until we have the
production design set and complete
pricing done, we are not in a posi-
tion to give any more specific infor-
mation other than that we are still
aiming to stay in the $1,250 to 31,500
range. We are taking longer Lo sel a
price than originally estimated since
wi are lry i.ng Lo Ein: the most for the
lowesl price and this takes time,

We will give vou another report in
a month or two, but in the meantime
if there is any additional information
that vou wish, let us know.

SOARING



PHILADELPHIA
“OPEN HOUSE"

By Art B, MiLLAY

The annual *OPEN HOUSE" at
Philadelphia Gliderport was a very
enjoyable secasion. All days but one
P‘wided soaring weather, and four

ennsylvania State Records were
broken during the week, although we
didn’t eatch up with Larry Lehrlein’s
130 miles. Al Schmid established a
single-place Duration of 6 hours 57
minutes, and a single-place Goal and
Return of 42 miles. Al also made a
cross-country flight of about 100 miles
to Wurtshorao in a Golden “C™ attempt
aimed at Rochester, N.Y.

Onr visitors included Nathan
Frank, with his “Waolf{™: Del Pierce
and Mrs. Pierce with 1-19; Bob Der-
rick and Jack Perrine with L-K; Ted
and Mrs. Pleiffer with L-K; Mr. and
Mrs. Howie Burr and family with
1-24; and Gib Scheffer and Gus Sche-
urer with families and their 2-22.
Many other pilots and [riends dropped
in without their gliders, including
Ralph Barnaby who entertained oo
club members, guests, and training
camp students, with an historical talk
and movies on Sunday evening.

Other movies showed during the
week included “We Saw It Hap}:cn"
loaned by Chance YVought; “Eyes of
Flight” loaned by Rohm & Haas; and
three films rented from the 5.5.A,
film lﬂ'.-rur:,'.

Members and guests alike enjoyed
refreshing swims in the new P.G.C,
“Lake” between Hights,

MNathan Frank and John Jednacz
completed their 5 hour duration legs
for Silver “C" badge. That was the
final leg for Jed, though Nat still needs
his distance. He got a good start one
dnz,‘ hut the Walf let him down 20
miles away at Potlstown,

{Continued from Page 26

seagoing gliders could doubtless open
up many new soaring sites, one major
disadvantage of the type must be rec-
ognized—and that is the fact that it is
helpless and at the merey of the wind
when adrift. A sale landing on waler
al the base of a steep clill would soon
turn to disaster as the wind blew the
frail crall through the surf and on to
the rocks, Calm lakes with a boat
available for immediate retrieving
might be alright, but otherwise land-
ing spols would have to be choszen
with great care. Ordinary landlocked
gliders have enough problems of their
own without taking to the water to
find others!
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The Glider Training Camp, which
followed immediately after our Open
House will be described elsewhere;
however, | wizh to mention that Priv
ate Pilot licenses were earned on
Tuesday by Nathan Frank and Doc
McKee, On the same day John Jednacz
and Jack Heatch gualitied for Com-
mercial Pilot licenses.

{Continued from Page 251

WHEREAS, The 21st National
Svaring Competition has been effi-
ciently and successfully conducted and
has been one of the most pleasant of
the twenty-one contests held, due to
the efforts of Mr. Hal Smith, who has
unselfishly devoted hia time and en-
ergy for the past several months to pre-
parationz and, for the past two weeks,
all of his time to a large proportion
of operations of the competitions at
fﬂllsiderﬂblﬁ" PHIE(]HH[ Fl.'.-l{:ri'f;l::B Tor
himeelf,

THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLYED,
That members of the Soaring Society
of America, and all participants in
the 21st U5, National Searing Com-
petitions, do hereby record their feel-
ings of sincere appreciation for the
ﬁ["[‘"'il:,':l'_".ﬁ und ]'(.'i.Tldrl[:'ﬁHI:,':H a0 g{:rll_‘rnual}'
aceorded the pilots, erewmen and oh
servers, by Mr. Hal Smith. We wish
him as much success with his every
endeavor 'lhruugl'mul the vears to
T,

WIIEREAS, To plan and conduct
a Mational Searing Competition in-
volves a great amount of ingenuity
and sacrifice of personal time and
cflort, and.

WHEREAS, the 215t National Soar-
ing Competition has heen efficiently
and suceessfully conducted and has
heen one of the most pleasant of the
twenty-one contestz held, due to the
efforts of Mr. Pete Donotaux, who
has unselfishly devoted his time and
energy for the past several months
Ly I1rHI1<'|r<'|Hr||1'-'. zmri, fnr the lzaal Twin
weeks, all of hiz time to a large pro-
portion of operations of the competi
tionz at considerable personal sacri-
fce o himsell,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
That members of the Soaring Society
of America, and all participants in the
2lst 1.5, National Soaring Competi-
tions, do herehy record their {feclings
of sincere appreciation for the services
and kindnesses s0 generously ac-
corded the pilots, crewmen and oh-
servers, by Mr. Pete Bonotaux, We
wish him as much success with his
every endeavor throughout the yvears
to come,

NEW WORLD RECORDS

The following World Records have
heen homologated hy the Federation
Aeronautique Internationale.

On 15th May, 1954, JERSY
WOJNAR of Poland, flew his single
place “JASKOLA™ SP1325 around a
100 kilometre triangular course at a
spead of 94.716 Km/h 1o establish a
new world record. On the same day
WANDA SFEMPLINSKI in a “JAS-
KOLKA™ 5P1311 flew the same
course at a speed of 75.564 Km/h for
a new feminine single place record.

Other feminine records have also
heen made in France. MADAME M.
CHOISNET-GOHARD on the 17th
April, 1954, flew an “AIR-100" from
Beynes-Thiveval, 507.052 kilometres
to her goal at Bordeaux-Leognan, and
on 30th May, 19534, MADAME
FRANCINE ABADIE and MADAME
TOSIANE CHARPENTIER flew their
two place “CASTEL 25" 3-138 [rom
La Ferte Alais to Blois and return, a
distance of 230,411 Kilometres,

BERTRAND DAUVIN and
HENRI COUSTON on the 6th-8th of
April, 1954, raised the world dura-
tion recond for two place sailplanes
by Oying a “KRANICH 111" over the
Romanin Les Alpilles for 57 hours,
10 minutes.

{Continged from Page 7)

almost 300 miles of distance. A goodly
numhber went through to the Blythe,
Needles, Desert Center. ete., area —
netting over 150 miles. But, alas, many
a good man and machine became very
well acquainted in the vicinily of the
fine airport at Banning. situated just
to the west of the mouth to the pass,
one hapless chap landing at this place
on six different days,

It is our considered opinion that
these different and difficult obstacles
which were placed in the path of those
who would compete in the 21st
were all on the eredit side of tourna-
ment soaring in America, proper chal
lenges indeed for combatants in a tour
ney of this characler, leaving, me-
thinks, nothing whatever to question
as to who really iz the Champion in
America for 1954,

It is doubted by this writer if there
exists a site elsewhere in the world
providing such perfeet conditions for
testing the mettle of SOOrINg men and
their machines, And laatl}' it should
be said to the credit of our American
breed of men and machines — thal
all of the nine days of flying during
this 21st National were accomplizhed
without a single injury to a pilot or a
scratch on a ship,

SOARING



CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Hates for classified advertisements are 104 per
word per issuc, payable with the copy, which
stwuld be sent to The Editor, Soariog, 3106 Faie-
mount, Dallas, Texas.

FOR EBALE, BG-6, Completely rebuilt
in 1953. Licensed until June '55, Trailer
Parachute, 300" Towrope; alse ell parts

needed, including all blueprints to build
BG-6 Wings, excepting spars and turn
buckles. £§700.00 talkes all. Going in Serv-
ice. For details write Don Croeby, 6560
Odell St., St. Louis 9, Mo,

WAMTED: Vertical Stabilizer for a
TG-4A, LE, Benjamin P, Ecnnedy, Rt. 5,
Moultrie, Georgia,

LK-10A for sale. Recovered 6/54 and in
excellent condition. Schweizer blown
bunny nose, trailer, radic shock mount
and submerged 123.3 antenna, good com-
plete instrument group front. §1,250 as
is. R, H. Ball, Alplaus, M. Y.

FOR SALE: Schweizer TG-2s, 1-19s,
2-22s, parts for TG-1s, Winches, Instru-
ments, Some in excellent condition, others
require repair, Steinhauser, Mundelein,
Illinois.

WANTED: Right wing and inboard aile-
ron for TG-1. Penn Yan Flying Club,
Fenn Yan, N. Y.

EXPEET GLIDER BUILDEK recently
arrived from Germany offlers his services
at moderate terms to Gliding Clubs and
Soaring Socleties. After 30 vears’ experi-
ence plans to open a work shop and build
all types of Amenican, Lerman and Swiss
sailplanes. Will also produce all kinds of
airplane and model plane material.
I. CHODAN, 438 East O6th Streer, New
York 3, New York.

 NATIONA num CONTEST
e

SLEPORRS DRLAPAEEIL

FEVE A1 . REEEAE 4yl

ol skeERee J-t-‘?“ ’

Thiz beauvtiful official pregramme of tha 2Tsk
Mational Contest is available from Elsinore
Gliderpart, Elsinere, Califernia,

Price — J0¢

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER,

1954

HAVE YOU SEEN THE
BEAUTIFUL SOARING STAMPS?

Get them to add that intriguing touch
te your correspoendence

or
to any item that will be seen by yow

friends and acquaintances

The wearlds greatest sailplane: an baautifully
engraved ond colored stamps.

42 for $1.00

SOARING SOCIETY OF AMERICA

BOX 71 = ELMIRA, N, ¥,

TO PRESERVE YOUR COPIES
OF

._S)naring

and make them look even

better on your book shelves

Lettered in Gold

This two-year BINDER is really
a gem.

53.00 Postpaid

SOARING SOCIETY of AMERICA
BOX 71  ELMIRA, N. Y.

Airdex [Products

announces

a complete line of textile items
for Sailplanes!

FABRIC SHOT?
Recover Your Sailplane With

AIRTEX RE-COVYER ENYELOPES

Moade of the finest Grode “A'" ogircroft fob-
rie. Pre-cut and pre-sewed—no worte—parfach
fit! Complete instructions for recovering and
finishing included, Anyene con now do an ex-

per! recovering job by using the famous Airtex
Re-cover Envelopes which ore now mode avail-
ohla for all popular makes of sailplones. Cuer
yeors of experience as leaders In the manu-
factura of re-covaer anvalepes for pewersd air

craft, is your assurance of the finest gquality
workmanship and materials,
Economical. toal Here's an axample:

L-K RE-COVER ENMYELOPE SET (for
all surfaces), $114.00.

Other makes In proportion. ‘Write
for prices.

STEARMAN RE-COVER ENYELOPE
SET (for all surfaces), $184.50.

Protect Your Canopy!
HEAT REFLECTIVE CANOPY COVERS

Modal: for all thips. Mode of aluminized
vinyl coated fabric, developed by the Air Force
for the protection of jet plane conopies. Hap
ped under-iurfoce pravents scrabches, Snaog,
ar |r|-|'|||ir|l:|. Retords nqiug of Plg:l:iglus ond
reduces cockpit temperoture.

Schweizer 1-19, 1-23, 1-24, 2.22,
$8.25,

L-K and TG, $14.00,
Stearman COCKPIT COVER, S8.75
TRAILER COYERS

Heavy duty covers for standard frailers. We
con also dueplicate your special covers. Prices
nn reguett

SAFETY BELTS
(New Manulaclurel

3" Air Farce type (cobton), & 4.90
3" Air Force type [nylon), $12.75
SHOULDER HARMESS
{For above belts)
Cottan, %5.40. Mylon, $&.50.
BUCKET SEAT CUSHIOMNS

far ranl ramfart an lang flights

Latex-foam rubber filled. Cool, heavy-duty,
canval covarad,

SEAT CUSHION, 47 thick, $7.50.
SEAT AND BACKREST combination,
£11.75.

C.0.D. orders accopted. We pay post-
age on pre-pald orders.

20 UNIOM STREET
MORRISYILLE, PENNSYLYANIA
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