TOW PILOTS” CORNER

s BY BURT COMPTON

THE STANDARD AEROTOW SIGNALS

History: In 1946, the national soaring contest resumed after
the war years at Harris Hill near Elmira, MY, When the contest-
ants arrived from across the USA, there was no single delinive
signal to start the tow. Some clubs were using war-surplus sema-
phore Mags, light guns o lage gieen and red paddles w relay
the “Elc-" s]Enal to the tow Fﬂlnr. As the story goes, the launch
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until a temporary solution was
found. Later that year my father,
Fritz Compton, began surveying
the American soaring clubs to
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required using the arms and hands
of the wingrunner, along with dis-
tinctive movements of the f]if_:]ﬁl:
controls. No flags or light guns
were required, and radio was not
needed. Indeed no small, light-
wq:ight aircratt radios were avail-

able at that tme, This group of

including takeoft and release signals, aisspeeds and emergency
procedures for each pilot.” Most of us assume that the FAA
ierprets this “agreement” w mean that the ww piloc and glides
}'Jﬂm have had trmning_ in the rccxrgni.ced procedures, the aero-
row signals and a written or verbal oricntation to the airport
operations. Keep in mind that after an accident, the FAA has
been known to revert to a strict
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may inquire as to the cxact nature
af the pre-row “hriefing.”

Having each tow pilot and glid-
er pilor physically meet before
every tow is inconvenient, bur
then I've stepped our of my tow
Frl;mt,: many times to discuss 51';__;-
nals, airspeeds and procedures
with a glider pilot prior to their
first wow in their sailplane at our
soaring site. Perhaps your soaring
operation staff could document

signals that we still use today gave
us & method w deuly relay intentions, from hookup to rakeoff
to release. Please keep in mind thar my Dad did not necessarily
invent these signals. He surveved the clubs back in 1946 and
compiled the results in order to publish a set of signals thar
American glider and tow pilots would recognize no martter
where they flew in the USA. Some of the signals had a basis in
the winch launch signals, such as rocking the glider wings to
increase the tow airspeed. Leveling the glider wings before tak-
ing up rope slack also has roots in winch launch procedures.
These signals and a wingrunner course can be reviewed ar the
Soaring Satery Foundarion website: www.soaringsafery.org,

18 Standard Signals: Before endorsement as a ww pilot o
before going solo as a g]ider pilot, you are required to demon-
strate or recognize the 18 hand/ann motions and Mlight conrol
movements that visually communicate the S5A Standard
Soaring Signals. A radio can be used simultaneously if available,
but we know that radio messages can be blocked by a stuck
microphone key, or “stepped on” by another transmission,
Glider and line crew portable radios use batteries thar can fail,
When using only radio, the person transmitting a message may
never know if their message was received correctly. Use the radio
if you have it, bur usc the standard visual signals at the same
rime.

The Regulation: Tow pilots and glider pilots should be aware
of FAR 91.309 (a) (3) that stares: “No person shall operate a
civil aircraft towing a glider unless the pilots of the rowing air-
craft and the glider have agreed upon a general course of acion,
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daily aerotow briefings and verify
thar 55A Signals have been reviewed by all pilots and line crew.
Your Ground Olperations Directar must insist on the consistent
use of the recommended safety procedures and signals at the
launch painr. (You have a G.OLD. ar your launch point, don't
you?)

The SSF Signals Video: The Soaring Safery Foundartion has
produced a video titled "S5A Standard Soaring Signals,” which
brings to life all 18 signals currently in use in the USA. This
video is available to 55A Clubs or Commercial Operators from
the 55A Merchandise Department. Add it to your library and
show it often to tow pilots, glider pilots and line crew. It 15
short, w the poine and currendy Lree of charge. A die end of
the ten minute tape, video editor Kevin May inserted some brief
color footage of my Mom with Dad, launching his LK-10A
sailplane in 1946, (Thanks to June Wiberg for providing this
piece of vintage film.) | wasn't born yet, but that year was the
birth of the S8A Standard Searing Signals. The SSA Direcrors
thanked Fritz Compron in 1948 with the Warren Eaton
Memorial Trophy, the highest award bestowed by the Soaring
Socicry of America.

Fritz Compton is now in his 82th year, having gracefully
retited from Hlying sailplanes and tow planes at age 83.

Conract Burr at www. FLYGLIDERS.com
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Close Towhook Aaise Winglip
to Level Position

Open Towhook

Check Controls
(Thumb moves thru circke.)
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Take Up Slack Hexld Baogin Takeall]
(AFm moves slowly back |Arms Siraighl out and held steadh) LArm makes rapid cincles.
and forth thru are.}

Stop Operation Immediately! Etopl Relenss Towrope or Btop Englne Neow
[Wawe arms. | [Drard arm across teaal.)
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W {Glider pulls towpiane tail o right ) (Glider pulls towplane tail to left)

Somathing le Wrong With Glider —
Close Alrpraxes! (Towplans fans rudder, )

(Aner raceiving signal tar glicer cannot
ralaaes, towplans yaws rapaatedhy.}
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